
 

CABINET 

10 December 2009 

 

DARTFORD’S LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: ANNUAL 

MONITORING REPORT 2008 - 2009 
 

1. Summary 
 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Authorities to 
prepare an Annual Monitoring Report setting out performance in relation to planning 
policies and objectives.  This is to be submitted to the Government Office by the 
end of December each year. A Monitoring Report for the period April 2008 to March 
2009 is attached. Cabinet is asked to endorse the Report prior to submission to 
Government. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

That Members note and endorse the contents of Dartford’s Local Development 
Framework: Annual Monitoring Report : 2008-2009 attached to this report as 
Appendix A.  

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1. Monitoring is an integral part of the plan making process. The 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local 
Authorities to prepare an Annual Monitoring Report and submit it 
to the Government Office by the end of December each year. 
This year’s Annual Monitoring Report covers the period April 
2007 to March 2008 as required by Government regulations and 
is attached as Appendix A.  

The Annual Monitoring Report: 

� assesses the performance of policies that are important to 
Corporate priorities, the overall performance of the adopted 
Local Plan 1995, Local Plan Review 2nd Amended Deposit 
Draft 2004 and, in some instances, emerging planning 
approaches of the Local Development Framework; 

� assesses the progress in reaching regional and national 
targets, in particular the provision of housing and 
employment floorspace; and, 

� assesses the implementation of the Local Development 
Scheme and Statement of Community Involvement . 

3.2 The report provides an overview of change in the Borough.  The 
main body of the report focuses on outcomes over the 
monitoring year. Changes that have occurred since April 2009 
are not reflected by the data in the report but, where relevant, 
significant events are referred to in the text. Planning policy and 
target performance is assessed under seven themes, using a  
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range of indicators. The themes are considered to be 
fundamental to the overall LDF and reflect corporate priorities.  

3.3 The executive summary of the report identifies the key findings 
of the AMR. Notably, a number of events have taken place 
during the year that have had a significant impact on housing 
delivery, progress on the Local Development Framework (LDF) 
and plans for the infrastructure to support development, in 
particular, transport. These have included the economic 
recession, an increased housing requirement in the South East 
Plan and the need for a full review of the funding mechanism for 
strategic transport schemes following the outcome of the 
Knockall Road planning appeal in Spring 2009.   

3.4 The economic recession and the increased housing targets 
have necessitated a review of housing and employment 
floorspace delivery.  The challenge to the interim transport tariff 
and the increased housing requirement, have required an 
updated transport modelling exercise to be undertaken.  Interim 
arrangements for seeking contributions to the strategic transport 
infrastructure in advance of a revised policy, have also been 
implemented.   

3.5 The inter-dependence between financial viability of 
development, development delivery and the funding and 
phasing of necessary infrastructure has become very clear 
during the year.   The Council has been pro-active in gaining an 
understanding of the implications of the economic recession.   It 
has worked to find suitable short term and long term solutions, 
including initiating discussions with developers on major sites to 
unlock delivery through consideration of phasing issues.   

3.6 A number of kickstart applications, whereby government funding 
is provided to unblock stalled housing schemes, have been 
supported by the Council.  During the year, the Council has 
become more involved in partnership working, notably through 
the North Kent Multi Area Agreement, to address common 
problems across local authority boundaries.  Partnership 
working on the Kent Thameside Strategic Transport 
Infrastructure Programme has also continued. 

3.7    During the monitoring year the Council has reviewed housing 
land availability over the next 20 years, in response to the 
current slow-down. This assessment has provided an assurance 
that enough suitable predominantly brownfield sites are 
available to meet the South East Plan requirement. Forecasts 
indicate housing delivery will be slow in the short term but is 
expected to increase significantly from 2013 as some of the 
major sites such as Ebbsfleet, Eastern Quarry and the Northern 
Gateway come forward.    
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3.8 During the year 610 new homes were built. Around  500 of these 

were at Waterstone Park, Ingress Park, The Bridge, West Hill 
and the former territorial army centre at Stone.  Ten new 
business units were completed at Crossways providing over 
16,000 sq m of employment floorspace.  

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
ED1 Create opportunities for growth……particularly at Ebbsfleet Valley, 

The Bridge and Crossways 
 
ED3 Ensure delivery of timely transport infrastructure to support 

economic growth 
 
ET2 Ensure development in Dartford is sustainable with high standards 

of design layout and energy efficiency 
 
HB1 To meet the housing needs of the borough 
 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and 

risk assessments 
 

Financial Implications The findings of the Annual Monitoring Report 
with respect to housing delivery and 
performance in meeting the milestones of the 
Local Development Scheme are used by 
Government to assess funding provided by the 
Housing and Planning Delivery  

Legal Implications It is a statutory requirement, under the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act to 
prepare an Annual Monitoring Report and 
submit it to the Secretary of State 

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative 
Implications 

None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

 
  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Dartford’s Local Development Framework: Annual 
Monitoring Report April 2008 – March 2009 

 
 



 

CABINET 

10 December 2009 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
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See “Sources” section in 
Appendix A 
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